LINDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Joseph E. Soehl Middle School

300 East Henry Street

Linden, NJ 07036
August 2008

Dear Parent/Guardian,
Since the 2007-08 academic year, Soehl Middle School staff members have participated in the Positive Behavior Support in Schools (PBSIS) project which is a partnership between the New Jersey Department of Education and The Elizabeth M. Boggs Center of Robert Wood Johnson Medical School. The project’s purpose is to help schools create positive learning environments that lead to decreases in discipline problems and increased opportunities for all pupils to learn.

We spent the past year planning a school-wide P.B.S.I.S. initiative that we’ll implement beginning in September 2008. We look forward to outstanding results. As part of our program, we’ve established the “Code of the Hawk Expectations” that identifies our school’s expectations and values: Be Respectful, Be Responsible and Be Prepared. Further, we’ve defined what it means to behave in ways that exemplify those expectations for all areas of the school such as the hallways, cafeteria, classroom and bathrooms. 

At the start of school in September, we’ll teach our students the behavioral expectations and, throughout the year, we’ll recognize them for living up to our ideals. As we proceed, you’ll be able to ask your child, “What are the expectations at Soehl Middle School?” and “What happens when a teacher sees you following the expectations?” Teachers and staff members will be on the lookout for students following the Code of the Hawk. When they catch a student following the code, they will receive a Hawk Coupon. All coupons will be placed in a grade level bin for a chance to receive a variety of weekly and monthly prizes. Cafeteria raffles will also be held separately during all lunch periods. 

By establishing and teaching behavioral expectations and recognizing our children’s appropriate social behavior, we will provide a common language for everyone in our building: students, teachers, secretaries, custodial staff, paraprofessionals and parents. We believe that by helping youngsters practice good behavior, we will build a productive school community where all children can learn and grow.

We welcome your input and involvement. Please call, write or email us at school if you have questions or seek further information. Thanks for your support.

Sincerely,

Kevin Thurston




Isabella Scocozza
Vice-Principal





Vice-Principal

